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ECOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE IN
WEST CHINA AND ITS RESPONSE STRATEGY

QIN Dahe'?, DIN Yi-hui® ,WAN G Shao-wu’ ,\WAN G Su-ming’ ,
DON G Guang-rong , L IN Er-da’ ,.L IU Chunrzhen® ,SHE Zhi-xiang" ,

SUN Hui-nan’ , WAN G Shourrong” , WU Guang-he’

(1. Cold and Arid Regions Environment and Engineering Research Institute , CAS, Lanzhou 730000, China;
2. China Meteorological Administration, Beijing 100081, China;3. Peking University ,Beijing 100871, China;
4. Nanjing Institute of Geography and Limnology , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, China;
5. Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081, China;6. Water Resonrces Information
Center , MWR, Beijing 100761, China;7. Office of Leading Group of West China Action Programme,
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Abgtract : The ecologicad and environmenta change in West Chinain the past and itstrend in thefutureisa
great scientific problem facing scientific circles. U nderstanding correctly the ecological and environmenta change
processin the past and its trend in the future in West China will contribute to achieve the sustainable develop-
ment of economy and society of West China, and congitute the stientific bass for developing the strategy of
geeding up the development of West China.

Based on the result of* Assessment on the Environmenta Change in West China’ , thispaper introduces the
principal characteristicsand basc factsof the ecological and environmenta changein West Chinain the pagst , and
emphasizes that global warming and human activities have played an i mportant role in the ecologica and environ-
menta change in West Chinain the past 50 years. The paper pointsout that the changesin climate and enviror-
ment in the future will have afar-reaching effect on the economic and socia development in West China.

The recommendations for the eoologica protection and sustainable development in West China are put for-
ward in the paper. The paper a0 pointsout that the ecologica recovery and protection in West China should be
developed comprehensvely and made focal points stand out. Inorder to support the implementation of the strate-
gy of developing West China, the stientific research on the ecology and environment and the economic and socia
development in West China should be strengthened.

Key words: Climate warming; Environmenta change; Sustainable development ; West China.



