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An Overview of the Research on Temperature
Variability of the Last 1 000 Years

CHU Z-Ying and REN Guo- Yu

L aboratory for Climate Studies, National Climate Center, China Meteorological Administration, Beijing 100081

Abstract In the background of global warming, the studies of natural climate variability on decadal to century
time scales, oneof the most activefieldsof the current global change research, have been remarkably emphasized for
the last decade This Stuation can be felt in China as well. Some progresses in the studies are obvious both in China
and abroad, but there are still alot of problemsfacing the paleo- science community. Although there have been some
preliminary reconstructed results of regional temperature series in China, the reliability of the results needs to be
further enhanced It would be necessary to tackle such problems as the poor quality of the site reconstruction, the
sparseness of the proxy-data stes and the incomplete methodology of region-averaged temperature reconstruction
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